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About Bethel International Church
739 East 33rd Avenue, Vancouver, BC V5V 3A1   ·   Tel 604 872-5335   ·   info@bethelinvancouver.com   ·   www.bethelinvancouver.com
Who we are
Bethel International Church is a multi-ethnic, multigenerational congregation in Vancouver, drawing people from many backgrounds, neighbourhoods, and stages of faith. Planted in 1953, the church grew to reflect the diversity of the city. We are affiliated with the Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada (PAOC) and the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, and we welcome the presence and gifts of the Holy Spirit as a normal part of the life of the church.
At the heart of who we are is one conviction: people are created to know and show the life-changing power of God’s love. Jesus came so that people would have life to the full (John 10:10), and his love is what compels us (2 Corinthians 5:14).
Bethel is in transition after the 24-year ministry of Phil Mittelstaedt and Simone, looking for a new lead pastor.
What we believe
We hold to the historic Christian faith: the Bible as the inspired Word of God; one God eternally existent in three persons; the virgin birth, atoning death, and bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ; salvation by grace through faith; baptism by immersion; divine healing; the sanctifying power and baptism of the Holy Spirit; and the second coming of Jesus Christ. We subscribe to the PAOC Statement of Essential Truths and its Positions and Practices.
Vision
A community of transformation: a diverse, multigenerational church where people experience the fullness of life in following Jesus and grow into mature, fruitful disciples. We pursue this vision as we engage, establish, equip, and empower people.
Mission
To build a community that passionately pursues the presence of God, grows in a deep and transformative relationship with Him, follows Jesus, and makes disciples who reflect His love and purpose in the world.

How We Live the Mission
Jesus made disciples by invitation, calling people to come, to follow, and to remain in him even as he commissioned us to go and make disciples. We invite people to take their next step in following Jesus.
1. Come and See. “Come, and you will see.” (John 1:39) A welcoming place to explore faith, through Sunday gatherings, connection events, and the invitation of a friend.
1. Follow Me. “Follow me.” (John 1:43) A first response to Jesus that grows through baptism, the Establish and Bethel Basics classes, a Life Group, and serving on a team.
1. Remain in Me. “Remain in me, as I also remain in you.” (John 15:4) A deepening life with Jesus, marked by communion with God, fruitfulness, and raising up others to lead.
Core values
1. Worship Oriented — honouring God with all that we are and living generously with all that he has given us.
1. Community Shaped — building supportive relationships that demonstrate grace, truth, and authenticity.
1. Jesus Centred — orienting our lives around the person and work of Jesus as revealed in the Bible.
1. Spirit Led — devoted to prayer and receptive to the dynamic work of the Holy Spirit.
1. Outward Focused — showing and sharing the good news of Jesus in our city and around the world.

Church Ministries:
· Sunday Services - 10 am
· Strong Missions support to 7 missionary couples (promoted one Sunday each month), plus child sponsorship
· Three Life Groups that meet through the week: one multi-ethnic group meets every other Thursday except in summer where occasional outdoor gatherings happen; one multi-ethnic group meets every Friday; and one Filipino group that meets online on Saturday.  
· Youth Group and Young Adults Group that both usually meet weekly.
· Livestream of the Sunday service, which began during COVID and continues. 

Community We Serve:
Bethel is located in west-central Vancouver, British Columbia.  Vancouver is a beautiful and dynamic but needy and secular city. It is a tolerant multi-cultural city with many thousands of immigrants each year, many from Asia. This has influenced the demographics of the church, and the name change years ago to Bethel International.  Some drawbacks to the city include the high cost of housing and living, leading to high turnover and some moving to smaller cities in BC or to Alberta. Most attendees are from Vancouver, but others come from surrounding cities including Burnaby, Surrey, Delta, and as far away as Langley in the Fraser Valley.  BC and especially Vancouver are considered the most secular parts of Canada. Many newcomers find it is lonely and hard to make friends in Vancouver.  Most people are too busy with their jobs and leisure activities to be interested in Christianity, but we see glimmers of hope and revival. 

Culture:
The church community is a joyful expression of the universal Church, where people from many cultures and backgrounds come together as one family in God. The congregation includes people with European, Filipino, Chinese, Indian, African, Latin American, and many other cultural heritages, each contributing their unique gifts to the life of the community. Our cultural diversity is celebrated as a blessing that strengthens our bonds of love, mutual respect, and Christian fellowship. This spirit is beautifully reflected in our church community potlucks, where traditional dishes from many cultures are shared in a joyful celebration of hospitality, friendship, and communion in Christ.

Age Profile:
There are a reasonable range of age groups at Bethel, with middle-aged being the largest group, then retirees, then teens, then 30-somethings, then 20-somethings.  There are currently few children in the church.   A year ago, Bethel hired a Next Generations pastoral couple, with Max Pulido responsible for teens and young adults, and Leah leading children’s ministry.  Sunday School for kids 4-11 years of age takes place downstairs after the morning worship time, and before the sermon. Now children and youth ministry is in a rebuilding phase with early signs of growth.     

Church Composition:
· Self-governing Assembly affiliated with the PAOC
· Roughly 120 Adherents and Members that call our church home
· Average Sunday morning attendance is nearly 100.  Was slightly higher before COVID. 
· 70 Voting Members
· 5 appointed Council members ratified by membership (2 managers in insurance and health care, 1 retired diplomat, a medical researcher and an engineer).
· Church Staff:  Next Generation pastors Max Pulido full-time, and Leah Pulido (currently on maternity leave); 1 part-time admin assistant/bookkeeper, 1 part-time accountant, 1 part-time Janitor. Former Care and Connections pastor Rajan Matthew was 30 hours/week at Bethel until 18 months ago and transitioned to be founding pastor of our daughter church, Hebron Pentecostal Assembly. Malayalam is the main language of Kerala State, SW India. Bethel provides meeting space for the daughter church after the English service on Sunday. 
·  Serving Volunteers: Most members of the church serve as volunteers in the different ministries and activities of the church, such as Kids Ministry, Prayer, Coffee and Welcoming, Worship Team, Live Stream, Sound etc.

Church Facilities and Equipment: 
· 12,500 square foot building on 2 stories (plus mezzanine), and parsonage.
· 250 seat sanctuary with Sound and Projection Equipment
· 1 Nursery and 1 Toddler Room
· 2 Offices and office equipment
· 3 Meetings Rooms (i.e. staff/council, fireside, life group, prayer, classrooms) 
· 2 Storage Rooms
· 1 Kitchen (not commercial)
· 1 Fireside Room
· 3 Washrooms including 1 Handicapped Washroom
· Parsonage attached to church, currently occupied by Pastor Rajan and family
· Parking lot for 21 vehicles, along with street parking nearby.

Church Finances:
· Mortgage Free
· Savings and Building Fund campaign have allowed us to do some recent renovations and upgrades such as new glass front door, new gas furnaces with air conditioning and heat pumps, new sound board, etc. 
· Renting out of lower hall for short-term and at times long-term renters.

Contact:
Sabrina Biswal
BC & Yukon District, Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada
jobs@bcyd.ca 
604-533-2232
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