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From the desk of Craig Burton
General Secretary Treasurer, PAOC

Ministry partners, we have a plan to help you lead well in these challenging times.

We do not pretend to have all the answers on how to manage the ever-shifting trends of society around
sexuality and gender. We do know we need to lead confidently and with grace and truth. As affiliated
churches with the PAOC, we have shared biblical values and principles that need to be applied
consistently. We understand the need for clarity about these policies and practises that must be in
place.

At the request of the Districts, we have been working on a plan to help you. We invite you to click here
to watch this video with Craig Burton as he begins a conversation about gender and biblical truth based
on Article 6.4 of the PAOC Statement of Essential Truths and Positions and Practices (SOETPP).

Over the next few months, we will release a variety of resources to address issues surrounding sexuality
and gender. We invite you to click here to visit the ministry toolbox where you will find links to a
collection of resources as we gather them. To begin, we are re-releasing the PAOC Statement of
Affirmation of Biblical Sexuality, Gender, and Marriage. You can click here to visit the PAOC credential
portal where, under member files you will find both the Statement of Affirmation of Biblical Sexuality,
Gender and Marriage as well as the Statement of Essential Truths and Principles and Practises.

We need to be prepared; we need to be loving, and we also need to be guided by biblical truth. Let us
lead together with confidence, grace, and truth.

Suggestion Action Steps:

1. Review the PAOC SOETPP focusing on Article 6.4 found in the credential portal under member
files.

2. If you have not already, makes preparation to adopt the PAOC SOETPP in your local church
constitution. Contact your District for guidance.

3. Prayerfully read the Statement of Affirmation on Biblical Sexuality, Marriage and Gender.

4. Share this information with your leadership team and begin a conversation. Ask: Do we apply
these truths/beliefs consistently? If not, where do we need to consider improvement?

5. Watch for next month’s content on governance policies and church practises.
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You can stay up to date on new videos from Fellowship Services by subscribing to our YouTube channel.



https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FlmLwuYeL58A&data=05%7C02%7CPriscilla.Cochrane%40paoc.org%7Ca8d7afb407944770eb6e08dcf812d4cc%7C2ebf328d99ee405ba83db7ed38b341bf%7C0%7C0%7C638658006978057421%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0S0JtcpYWmU0yp7PCdv%2FmiTgyP9%2Bv1fYznjL0rD%2BfjQ%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpaoc.org%2Fministry-toolbox%2Fleadership%2Fbiblical-sexuality&data=05%7C02%7CPriscilla.Cochrane%40paoc.org%7Ca8d7afb407944770eb6e08dcf812d4cc%7C2ebf328d99ee405ba83db7ed38b341bf%7C0%7C0%7C638658006978081221%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Pg6a8Z2BwfgyLdApV5ze1CCtxXJX36tuQmxg7%2FAOfP0%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpaoc.org%2Fportal&data=05%7C02%7CPriscilla.Cochrane%40paoc.org%7Ca8d7afb407944770eb6e08dcf812d4cc%7C2ebf328d99ee405ba83db7ed38b341bf%7C0%7C0%7C638658006978098135%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yQPAZFtrHx6wr5O7dzfcM08RdNyB2JJ7hubpyt%2F4GMo%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmy.paoc.org%2Fcred%2Ffiles%2Fnew_statement-of-essential-truths-and-positions-and-practices_june2022.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CPriscilla.Cochrane%40paoc.org%7Ca8d7afb407944770eb6e08dcf812d4cc%7C2ebf328d99ee405ba83db7ed38b341bf%7C0%7C0%7C638658006978114289%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VZIRy5cbFcu5D2qsFzV2dn6Ky92OvhVmox%2FdU2Clul8%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmy.paoc.org%2Fcred%2Ffiles%2Fstatement-of-affirmation-on-biblical-sexuality-marriage-and-gender---february-2024.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CPriscilla.Cochrane%40paoc.org%7Ca8d7afb407944770eb6e08dcf812d4cc%7C2ebf328d99ee405ba83db7ed38b341bf%7C0%7C0%7C638658006978136859%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7GWoP%2FLFV52NQhQAyqQXuA%2B3ktCC8%2Bq9HTi7dR5HnjY%3D&reserved=0
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